
 

 

Message from the MMTA President 

Dear Members: 
 
Happy March to you all.  We are now officially entering spring! 
 
I am nearing the end of my two-year term as President of MMTA.  I’d like to 
share with you a few thoughts about my experience during this period. 
 

Five Things I’ve Learned as President of MMTA: 
 
Keep a Positive Outlook 
Someone once told me that I have “the music of life” in me.  At the time, I 
thought this was a funny statement, but in reality, it is a general guiding principle 
which has helped me through challenges this year.   

 
Respect Each Member for the Value They Bring To MMTA 
A variance of opinions and beliefs is healthy for an organization.  Through 
conversations with various members, I’ve had the pleasure of hearing wonderful 
ideas, feedback and seeing the breadth of wisdom within this organization.  
MMTA is filled with talent and gifts which will continue to enhance this 
organization. 
 

Find ways to make things better 
Somewhere along the line, I learned what my purpose was over the last two 
years.  It was to help build upon things which are great in this organization and 
help refine those which could be better.   
 
Give help where needed 
Sometimes, you just have to “roll up your sleeves” and jump in.  I found it better 
to just offer myself whenever and wherever needed without hesitation or 
expectation of prompting. 
 
Be humble 
I volunteered to be of service to this organization and made the commitment with 
no strings.  I’ve also become more willing to laugh at myself when I’m less than 
perfect.   
 
As I near the end of my term as President, I greatly appreciate this opportunity.  
I’ve learned even more than I can express.  The kindness, accolades, and 
support I’ve received from members has been a true blessing! 
 
Well wishes to all who will begin spring break and those who celebrate Easter in 
April.  I hope to see you all in the future.  

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Alison Guthrie 
President – Milwaukee Music Teachers Association, Inc. 
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2019 Annual Member Meeting and Luncheon 
 
Our Annual Meeting will take place on Monday, May 6, 2019 at Harwood Place of Wauwatosa.  The annual 
meeting will include an update of organizational events and voting of Officers for 2019-2021 year.  The 
planning committee is hopeful that we will also have a musical interlude.  There will be a luncheon for 
members and guests.  The luncheon menu and reservation form are included in this newsletter. 
The deadline for the luncheon reservation is April 30

th
. 

 
Meeting Start Time:  10:00AM  
Program :  11:00AM 
Luncheon:   11:40AM  
Location:   Harwood Place of Wauwatosa (8220 Harwood Avenue in Wauwatosa) 

***************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Officer Election for 2019-2021 
 
Voting of Officer Candidates will be held via ballot and confirmed at the Annual Meeting. The nomination ballot 
of candidates is included in this newsletter.  Please mail your nomination ballots to the Nomination Committee 
Chair, Jenny Gettel at 390 Streamside Ct., Grafton, WI 53024 

***************************************************************************************************************** 
 

MILWAUKEE MUSIC TEACHERS ASSOCIATION, INC. 
 
 

SAMUEL KUDRA, Pianist 
 

Saturday, April 13, 2019, 4:00 p.m. 
Steinway Piano Gallery 
11550 W. North Avenue 
Wauwatosa, Wisconsin 

 
 

This program will feature works by Bach, Beethoven, Debussy, Kapustin, Rachmaninoff and Wang. 
(Admission is free, but donations are always welcome, to help support MMTA’s programs and competitions). 

 
Samuel Kudra, a piano student of Victoria Stepanova, is a junior at Marquette University High School. At school, he 
participates in multiple extracurricular activities, including playing in the pit orchestra, accompanying the school choir 
during mass, and robotics. He has participated in multiple piano events, such as the Wisconsin School Music Association 
Solo and Ensemble Festivals, and the Milwaukee Music Teachers Association Youth Concert Series. In solo and 
ensemble, Samuel has reached the state level on all his attempts. He has also been awarded the Exemplary Award twice 
by the Wisconsin School Music Association for his performances. He has taken part in the three levels of the MMTA Youth 
Concert Series, ranging from Class B to Class A Special, in which he has been awarded both Honors Recitals and 
Concerts. He thanks MMTA for this opportunity.   

***************************************************************************************************************** 
  
 
2020 Youth Concert Series Auditions March 17, 2019 
The deadline for entry of the Auditions is now closed.  The Auditions are scheduled for Sunday, April 7

th
 Teachers should 

contact Vickie Wagner, Youth Concert Manager, with any questions.  The location for the auditions is the Steinway Piano 
Gallery, 11550 W. North Avenue, Wauwatosa 

***************************************************************************************************************** 
 
***Notice of Proposed Amendment and Revision to MMTA Constitution and Bylaws*** 
We are proposing revisions to our current Constitution and Bylaws.  The notice is being sent to most members 
via a separate attachment to this newsletter.  Those requesting to see a draft version of the entire document 
should contact Alison Guthrie at fortipiano@netscape.net or call (414)479-0734. 
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Dues Notice Reminder 
If you have an email address, your dues statement will be sent to your email listed on file.  When you receive 
your dues notice, please note the June 30th deadline.  You will be listed in the directory only in the area(s) in 
which you were originally accepted as a member.  When you return your Dues Notice, please fill it out completely 
and legibly.  Highlight any changes to your name, address, or phone number, etc.  

***************************************************************************************************************** 
 

Wisconsin Federation of Music Clubs (WFMC) Updates 

 
2019 State Festival Competition Saturday, May 18th 

 
Due to the overwhelming interest in the WFMC State Festival Competitions the past five years, the WFMC will 
sponsor the sixth annual State Festival Competition on Saturday, May 18, at the University of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, Peck School of the Arts.  All entries will be completed online by using the following link: 
https://wfmcmusic.formstack.com/forms/2019_state If you need help please contact Jeanne Hryniewicki at 
414.235.9680 or jfkish@hotmail.com. Information is available online at: www.wfmc-music.org. 

 
Wisconsin Federation of Music Clubs Convention 2019: “Music…A Magic Key” 

 
“WFMC members of all ages are invited to attend and participate in the Biennial Convention on Saturday, April 
13, at the Hulbert Piano Recital Hall at: 12555 W Wirth Street, Brookfield, WI.  The theme is “Music…A Magic 
Key.”  The meeting meal will be at the Alioto Restaurant (3041 N Mayfair Rd, Wauwatosa WI 53222) followed by 
the WFMC Memorial Service at which time we will remember those members who have died during the term of 
our current WFMC President (2015-2019).  If you have not already received the invitation, please contact Alison 
Guthrie at fortipiano@netscape.net. 
 
Per our WFMC President, Heidi Hong, the “Convention is a positive and reinforcing way to share with music club 
friends and celebrate all that our Senior, Collegiate, and Junior members accomplish. Please consider attending 
and exploring the reason you are a WFMC member with others.” 

***************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Please join me in giving a round of applause for the following Board members, who have committed countless 
volunteer hours to Milwaukee Music Teachers Association.  These individuals are friends and colleagues who 
bring strength, humor and organization to our Board.  When you see them, please say, “thank you for your 
service.” 
 
Janet Acker, Website Chair 
Helen Albert, Recording/Corresponding Secretary 
Marc Davis, Treasurer 
Teresa Drews, Historian 
Ellen Figueira, Publicity 
Jenny Gettel, Artist & Debut 
Marcia Hunt Earl, Junior Club Counselor 
Judy Heise, Board Member At-Large 
Kayme Henkel, Membership Chair/Assistant Treasurer 
Margarita Kontorovsky, Board Member At-Large 
Joan McCallum, 1

st
 Vice-President-Programs/Sunshine Chair 

Tami Samorajski, Piano Olympics Chair 
Kay Simpkin, Assistant Youth Concert Manager 
Vickie Wagner, Youth Concert Series Manager 
Christine Weege, Advisor/Past President 
 
A very special thank you to Barb Wanless for use of the Steinway Gallery for all MMTA events and meetings.  
Barb, where would we be without your support? 
 

Know of a member in need of support due to illness, death in the family or other challenges?   If 
you know of a member in need of a bit of cheer, please contact our Sunshine Chair, Joan McCallum at (414)429-
3018 or via email at jmpiano@mac.com. 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events (cont.) 
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If you have been “out of the loop” lately, here a highlights from the 2018-2019 year! 
 
 
Member “Fall Social” 2018 
In September, 2018, we kicked the year off our first ever member social hosted by 
Christine Weege, past President, at her home.  All who attend had the opportunity to “rub 
shoulders” and share ideas. 

 

 
Workshops 2018-2019  
Jessica Johnson, Professor of Piano & Pedagogy, UW-Madison gave a stimulating 
presentation of "Awakening Rhythmic Intuition and Flow in the Developing Musician" in 
October 2018. 
 
Dr. Kayme Henkel, Instructor at the Wisconsin Conservatory of Music shared creative 
ideas in her presentation, "Putting it All together: Using Music Theory to Create Inspired 
Performances" in March 2019.  Joan McCallum has been outstanding in organizing and 
directing our workshops.  Thank you, Joan, for the years of providing MMTA with 
valuable programming!  We will miss having you on the Board! 

 

 
Youth Concert Series 2018-2019 
Congratulations to all participating students for their performances during our youth 
recitals in November 2018, January 2019 and March 2019.  We also acknowledge their 
teachers who committed much time and effort in preparing for their students for these 
recitals.  Thank you, Vickie Wagner and Kay Simpkin for all you do in this program! 

 

 
5th Annual Piano Olympics 2018-2019 
Once again, the Piano Olympics program, held on November 11th, was a success.  
There were a total of 10 four-year pins given out to students and 8 five-year pins.  
Thanks to Tami Samorajski, Vickie Wagner and Wendy Dembinski for making this 
program successful!  

 

 
Artist and Debut Series 2018-2019 
Our Artist and Debut auditions were held on Sunday, January 27, 2019.   
There were two winners: Sam Kudra, piano (Debut), student of Victoria Stepanova; and 
Mark Jacobs, piano (Artist), student of Mary Ellen Burrescia. Mark Jacobs presented an 
inspiring program on March 11th.  Congratulations to the Mark, Sam and their teachers 
for this success!  Thanks to Jenny Gettel for her strong leadership of this program over 
many years! 
 
Junior Club 2018-2019 
This year, there were 9 teachers who participated with a total of 39 students performing 
at 4 sites.  Students participating were successful!  Thanks to Marcia Hunt Earl for 
leading this program so successfully over the years! 

 

Past Events 2018-2019 
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2019 MMTA OFFICER NOMINATION BALLOT 

Milwaukee Music Teachers Association, Inc. 

 

Listed below is the slate of officer positions to be voted on by membership. 

BALLOT FOR ELECTION OF MMTA OFFICERS 

Term: (June 2019 – May 2021) 
 

Please check box next to the name of the candidate for whom you wish to vote.  A write-in 

candidate may alternatively be submitted. 

 

 

President 

 Alison Guthrie 

 _____________________________________ (write in) 

 

1ST Vice President 

 Dr. Anne Richie 

 _____________________________________ (write in) 

 

Assistant Treasurer 

 Dr. Kayme Henkel 

 _____________________________________ (write in) 

 

Recording/Correspondence Secretary 

 Helen Albert 

 _____________________________________ (write in) 

 

Junior Music Club Counselor 

 Marcia Hunt Earl 

 _____________________________________ (write in) 

 

Piano Olympics Manager 

 Tami Samorajski 

 _____________________________________ (write in) 

 

Board Member-At-Large 2019-2021 

 Ellen Figueira 

 _____________________________________ (write in) 

 

Print Your Name:___________________________________________ 

 

Your Signature:____________________________________________ 

Ballots must be postmarked by Tuesday April 30, 2019 

Mail this ballot to: 
Jenny Gettel, Nomination Committee Chair 

390 Streamside Ct. 
Grafton, WI 53024 

Officer Nomination Ballot 
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2019 ANNUAL MEMBER LUNCHEON RESERVATION FORM  
 

Milwaukee Music Teachers Association, Inc. 

 

 

The Annual Membership Meeting, Luncheon, and Program will be held: 

 

Date:   Monday, May 6, 2019 

Time:  Annual Meeting (10:00AM), Program (11:00AM) and Luncheon (11:40AM) 

Location:  Harwood Place of Wauwatosa (8220 Harwood Avenue, Wauwatosa) 

 

Complete and return this form to ensure your luncheon reservation by 4/30/18 (please 

print). 

***************************************************************************************************** 

I will attend (please check only one): 

Luncheon only 

Meeting only 

Meeting and Luncheon 

I will not be able to attend either (if checked here, skip bottom of form and complete 

officer  

 

Luncheon Menu: 

Chicken Pot Pie with chef’s choice of dessert and beverage option. 

Vegetarian Pot Pie with chef’s choice of dessert and beverage option. 

$15.00* Individual reservation ____#reservation(s) @ $15.00 each =  $  ___ 

 

Member Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Guest  Name(s):  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Member’s Phone No.__________________________________________________________ 

 

************************************************************************************************* 

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY YOUR RESERVATION BY APRIL 30, 2018 

 

Make check payable to “MMTA”) 

 

Marc Davis, MMTA Treasurer 

203 E. Green Tree Road 

Fox Point, WI 53217 

 

*The luncheon cost includes food and programming expenses. 

*We apologize, but we may be unable to accommodate late reservations for the 

  Luncheon. 
 

Luncheon Reservation Form 2019 

 


